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Formal Complaint and Request for Urgent Intervention y Damage to Yellow Bellied Glider
habitat within the Nowa Nowa Lyles Break Planned Burn (GP-TBO-NOW-0368)

Please accept this letter and the attached report as ormal submission and complaint regarding
serious and avoidable damage to habitat for the nationally listed threatened specigsYellow Bellied
Glider associated with pre-burn mechanical works by Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMV)
conducted within the Nowa Nowa Lyles Break planned burn area (GP-TBONOW-0368).

During November 2025, Gippsland Environment Group surveyed two unnamed tracks, around old
logging coupes, in the western section of the burn area and found more than 120 felled trees, many of
them solid trees that have been removed from the site. Approxintely 28 large old hollowbearing

trees were also felled, despite the presence of active Yellowellied Glider feed trees and Victorian
Biodiversity Atlas recordsof Sooty Owls nearby Additional signs of logging activity including log

piles and stripped bark- were observed along Lyles Break and Smarts Break. None of the felled trees
were mountain grey gums; most were stringybark and some ironbark, indicating deliberate selection.

The attached survey report documents this extensive tregelling within this planned burn site (GP
TBONOW-0368). We believe the impacts documented in the survey report provide evidence of a
serious failure of compliance with statutory requirements under he Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act
1988 (FFG Actand the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC
Act).

According to correspondence on 0312-2025 from Sam Quigley, Director Forest and Fire Operatiorns
Gippsland, these trees were felled by Forest Fire Management Victoria as pre burn preparations and
the logswere moved from the burn site to nearby domestic firewood collection areas for access by
the community

We seek clarification on the following:

1. Was an onground biodiversity assessment undertaken prior to this work?
2. Why were trees allowed to be felled in and around active Yellow Bellied Glider feed trees?
3. Substantial hollow bearing trees were felled in this operation. Did préelling assessments

assess for Yellow Bellied Glider den trees
4. Why were trees allowed to be felled into creek lines?
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https://plannedburns.ffm.vic.gov.au/burn-site/3009968
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